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THURSDAY 30th APRIL — WYRE FOREST MAIL

The most remarkable thing
they’ve ever found? An
antique gold locket. Martin
relived the events for us:
“We discovered it during
one of our usual litter picks.
1 saw something glittering
in the mud and when I
pulled it free I saw it was
a beautiful gold necklace.
Inside the locket was an old
black-and-white picture of
a young man. Someone
had evidently mislaid it.

“We distributed posters
around the town centre
and placed a bulletin in
the local newspaper. It
emerged that the locket
belonged to an old woman
who had unintentionally
dropped it whilst walking
her dog. The picture inside
was of her late husband
— she had assumed that
she’d lost it forever and
was elated to have it back.
We declined her offer of a
reward, but she did treat us
to a lovely cup of tea and a
delicious lemon sponge!”

Mr West thanked the
Mayor and paid tribute to
the difference that Maddy

B

Harrison and the weekly
litter pick had made to his
life: “I’'m really grateful.
It’s nice to be recognised for
all our hard work. Helping
Maddy really unites us
as a family. The family
that picks together, stays
together. It has sometimes
been challenging raising
the children alone, and
it’s a great opportunity to
spend a bit of quality time
outdoors with my kids.”

The group intends to
use the award money to
purchase new litter picking
equipment and invest in a
local recycling scheme run
by the council. However,
Maddy has promised the
children that she will hold
back some funds and treat

Interested in going

and getting involv:
There are numerous things you
can do to help the environment:

¢ Turn off unused electronics,
¢ Sort and recycle your rubbish,
« Have showers instead of baths.

them to a day out, Ril
is hoping to try oyt gy,
new high ropes at the loca]
climbing centre,

The family is not planning
to bring their weekly
venture to an end any time
soon. As Claire says: «
love to litter pick becauge
it helps the environment,
Hopefully our example
will encourage more
people to help out in any
way they can.”

Kay has some final words
of encouragement for
prospective pickers: “We
always have some sort of
treat after a pick, like cakes
or sweets or fizzy drinks —
that’s my favourite part!”

E

If you would like to become a local litter
picker, please contact Maddy Harrison on:

01936 848 123
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Dirty and Dangerous:
Nasty Jobs from the Past

Gong Scourer

The name ‘gong scourer’ first arose during the Tudor period, when
an informal name for a toilet was a ‘gong’. A gong scourer also

went by other titles, such as a ‘gong
farmer or a ‘night soil man’.

Due to the very nature of t

eir job,

gong scourers were only permitted
to work after nightfall, when there

were fewer people on the s

treets

to be offended by their sight (and

smell!). They would shove!

the

waste out of the cesspits, transfer

it into barrels and then tran:
it by horse and cart to rura
areas. They could then sel

sport

the

waste to farmers to use as much

sought-after fertiliser on their fields.

Throughout history, people have had to do all sorts of dangerous, disgusting
jobs to earn enough money to survive. Luckily, many of these jobs no
longer exist and children go to school instead. Read about these awful
occupations and be thankful that you don’t do any of them for a living. ..

These days, flushing toilets are taken for granted. However,
until Victorian times, there was no adequate drainage
system in most British cities. Most of what we now flush
down the toilet was instead collected in vast holes dug

into the ground called cesspits. The unenviable job of a
gong scourer was to empty these foul-smelling pits.

© Look and Learn.
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Leech Collector

A leech is a variety of worm
with a mouth at one end, which
it uses to suck blood out of
other creatures. Leeches were
commonly used in medicine
for many centuries and were
all the rage in the 1800s.

During that time, it was
fashionable for doctors to use
leeches to extract ‘bad blood’
from patients. Doctors of the
period believed that ‘bad blood’
was responsible for many
ilinesses, and that applying
leeches to the body could cure
them. We now know this not
to be the case — ‘bad blood’
is not a cause of illness.

Leech collectors would wade tentatively into muddy marshes

or stagnant bogs to collect leeches that they could then sell to
doctors. Leech collectors would often use their own legs to attract
the leeches. When the leeches had drunk their fill of blood,

they would fall off and could be gathered. As a result of their
unfortunate profession, many leech collectors suffered from blood
loss or were badly affected by infected wounds on their legs.

As the 1800s drew to a close, so many leeches had been
collected that their numbers were dwindling across Europe.
Doctors stopped using leeches to treat their patients, and leech
collecting began to die out as an occupation. What a relief!
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During the 1700s and 1800s,

e , orphans (or child 7
poor famlhe;) were commonly sent to work \lv(hfndi?nnr:e\ery
g\[}/eleps_hchlldren were used to clean chimneys becauseyunhke
adults, they could easily negotiate the narrow chimneys.’

The work was not easy; it was punishing and t

Clambering up the inside of thz chfmnégy wou?zalce)a‘zri:us(‘uts and
grazes on the child’s hands, knees and elbows. In an attempt
to toughen up the children’s skin, the master chimney sweep
would rub these wounds with salty water while standing by a
fire: an agonisingly painful process. While their apprentices
were working, some masters would even light fires in the
hearth below to encourage them to pick up the pace. These
children also ran the risk of getting stuck up the chimney;

if this happened, they had to be pulled out with a rope.’
However, if there was a fall of soot, they could suffocate.

Sadly, working with chimney sweeps

often led children to an early death.
Years of contact with soot could
cause cancer, and inhaling soot gave
many of them breathing problems.
In 1840, a law was passed banning
anyone under the age of 16 from
being a chimney sweep's apprentice.
However, this largely went ignored
and it wasn’t until 1875 that a law
requiring police to enforce the
previous ban finally abolished this
cruel practice. From this point

on, chimney sweeps were obliged il
to use flexible brushes instead. |

en you're doing your

hought not! Wh ;
2 thing far worse!

Fancy trying these gruesome jobs? | W !
chores, remember — once you might have been doing some

K
S2English / Set A Reading Bookiet





image9.jpeg
Sedna: Goddessott
or ,
How Sea Creatures Came

Long, long ago in the ice plains,of the Worth there lived a v ung gir]
called Sedna. She shared a quaint home builisfrom wood and fur With
her protective parents. Her father laboured and cooked, her mothey
hunted, and Sedna occupied herself with carving tools and mending
clothes. Every day, suitors would come to ask for Sedna’s hand in
marriage, presenting her with small offerings of food and ivory, but
every day she refused them.

One evening, a tall, handsome stranger, half-hidden in a dark cloak
embellished with feathers, came to their hut. “I am an expert hunter
and I have a magnificent home where you will be waited on,” he
declared. “Sedna, marry me and I will make your drea ome true!”

Sedna was so impressed with the stranger’s claims that she accepted
his offer, and the two were married that very night. A sun broke
over the horizon, Sedna and the mysterious man pad

boat. After a few hours of strenuous effort, the man

Sedna was astonished to see that instead of skin her

covered in glossy black feathers. He was no man! H:

raven — in human form!

When they finally arrived at his home, she was con
made of twigs and moss perched on a large, damp
this the beautiful home he had promised her? She
Overhead she heard the screeching din of thousand
welcomed their brother home.

Try as she might, Sedna could not escape the rock. It

surrounded by the icy depths of the Arctic. Every m

husband would fly away to hunt and every evening he hiv i !
back raw fish to eat. After a few days, she could stand ‘ ﬂf{c;:(;}u,d,cl t,o
She was so distressed that she howled out for her fatherto 1eY 42e
rescue her. Over the ice and snow her anguish echoed an

across the land.

Englisn / Sat A/ Reading Booklel
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Local Litter Pickers Meet Mayor

ECTION 1

Choose the best word or group of words to fit the sentences
below and circle your choice.

The West family are from

'.iy"‘u:“\l}'ﬂ[,{‘ =]

They go litter picking

c) The family were given their award by

D
B o Aror ookl © CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitied
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Local Litter Pickers Meet Mayor

How does Maddy Harrison’s clean-up team differ from most other teams of

volunteers?

Which of the following best describes the West family?

Tick one box.

funny D
irresponsible D
sympathetic I:l
reliable I:I

What was Claire’s favourite part of the awards ceremony?

He was intrigued by Miss Harrison’s account of the group’s achievements.

What does the word intrigued mean in the sentence above?
Tick one box.

surprised

worried

made suspicious

interested

KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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Local Litter Pickers Meet Mayor

According to the text, why do the team recycle as much litter as they can?

The word glittering is used in two different ways in the text.

For each context, explain the meaning of the word.

Meaning

...at a glittering
awards ceremony...

| saw something
glittering in the mud...

Read each sentence and tick one box to show whether it is a fact or an opinion.
Fact Opinion
Picking up rubbish is a worthwhile thing to do. D D

A family that picks together, stays together. D I:I

The Wests collect 5 or 6 bags of rubbish a week. l:l |:|

They found a locket belonging to a dog owner. D |:|

© CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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Local Litter Pickers Meet Mayor

urage the reader to become a litter

How does the final page of the article enco
picker?

Going litter picking has a number of benefits for families and the environment.

Explain two of these benefits using information from the text.

What do you think the West family has done since the article was written?

Explain your answer using information from the text.

KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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SECTION 2

These questions are about
Y and Dangerous: Nas '

12. These days, flushing toilets are taken for granted.

What does the phrase taken for granted mean in the sentence above?

What did the word gong mean in Tudor England?

Read each sentence and tick one box to show whether it is true or false.

True False
The Victorians improved the drainage
systems of many cities.

Gong scourers worked at night because
cleaning cesspits was a disgusting job.

Gong farmers used the human waste on
their fields.

The Victorians invented cesspits.

R - Roechn Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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Dirty and Dangerous: Nasty Jobs from the Past

o
15. Why did the farmers buy the waste from the gong scourers?

In the 1800s, what did many doctors believe caused illness?

Why was there a big demand for leeches in the 1800s?

Leech collectors would wade tentatively into muddy marshes...

What does the word tentatively tell you about how the leech collectors felt
about collecting leeches?

KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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Dirty and Dangerous: Nasty Jobs from the Past

Find and Copy two words or phra:

ses from the text that show tha
leech collector was bad for your h

t being a
ealth.

k),

Give one reason from the text that explains why leech collecting came
to an end.

21 Why were children commonly employed as chimney sweep's apprentices?

: L P 2016 — copying more than
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Dirty and Dangerous: Nasty Jobs from the Past

22. How would you describe the way master chimney sweeps treated their
apprentices?

Give reasons from the text to support your answer.

23. When did it become illegal to send children up chimneys?

KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than

5% of this paper is not permitted
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Dirty and Dangerous: Nasty Jobs from the Past [

24. Draw a line to match each job to its description.

T
ind muddy places

25. Explain how the treatment of children in the past compares to the treatment

of children today.

Give reasons from the text to support your answer.

KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than

5% of this paper is not permitted
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Sedna: Goddess of the Sea
SECTION 3

Long, long ago in the ice plains of the north...

What two things does the phrase ice plains suggest about where Sedna
lives?

Look at the paragraph beginning Long, long ago...

Find and copy one word meaning old-fashioned.

29.

© CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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Sedna: Goddess of the Sea

30. How does the way Sedna is treated by her husband compare with the life

she used to have at home?

313 Look at the description of the search for Sedna by her father.

What does it tell you about Sedna’s father?

Find and copy a word which shows Sedna was very weak after living on the
boulder for some time.

They could not escape the vengeful raven...
What does the word vengeful mean in the sentence above?
Tick one box.

being very angry
trying to hurt someone because they wronged you

being unreasonable and demanding

moving quickly

KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than

5% of this paper Is not permitted
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Sedna: Goddess of the Sea

34. Huge waves tossed the fragile craft high into the air and it was in constant

danger of capsizing.
How does this sentence make the reader feel about Sedna being on the boat?

Look at the paragraph that begins But the boat lurched so violently...

Write down two things you are told about what the sea is like in this paragraph.

Put these events in the order they happen in the text.
The first one has been done for you.

Sedna’s husband reveals he is a raven.

Sedna is reborn as Goddess of the Sea.

Sedna eats raw fish.

Sedna carves tools.

Sedna’s father rescues her from the boulder.

KS2 English / Set A / Reading Answer Booklet © CGP 2016 — copying more than
5% of this paper is not permitted
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Sedna: Goddess of the Sea

Which of these sentences describes a main idea of this text?

Tick one box.
Sedna created al| of the animals in the sea.

Fishermen in the north are scared of Sedna.

Sedna loved her family.

Sedna didn’t want to get married.

One of the main ideas of the text is that Sedna has been tricked.

Explain, with examples, how the text supports this.

END OF TEST

16 — copying more than
KS2 English / Set A/ Reading Answer Booklet S

5% of this paper is not permitted
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A family of litter pic
Award’ after tal

By Carol Day

An ecstatic team of local
litter pickers cleaned up
at a glittering awards
ceremony in Bramburg last
week. They each received a
‘Local Environmental
Champions Award’ and
the team was presented
with a cheque for £5000 by
Matthew Gray, the Mayor
of Bramburg.

Litter is not only unsightly, but it can injure or even kill
animals if they consume it, or get tangled up in it.

Local Litter Pickers
Meet Mayor

¢ Envimannm C
Bewdley has won a L?cal i
lg;;s;;orltnin weekly clean-up sessions for the last three Years,

District litter warden
Maddy Harrison and her
team were acknowledged
for their dedication and
commitment to ensuring
that their neighbourhood
remained clean and tidy.

What makes Maddy’s
team slightly unusual is
that, apart from jts team

Piong

leader, it is entirely made
up of members of 5 single
family.

—

_—m
“They are always cheerfy|
and have never let me
down. I’m incredibly
proud of their efforts.”
—_—

Martin West and his
children Colin, 16, Riley,
15, Claire, 12, and Kay, 7,
have been litter picking
together for the last three
years. They accompany
Maddy for an hour each
week during one of her
regular waste collection
patrols and have yet {0

miss a single one. |

Miss Harrison said of the
family: “Actions SP®
louder than words. Th¢Y
come out every week,
whatever the weathe®
We’ve ventured 0u! 1
the pouring rain %

are
driving snow, but they
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THURSDAY 30th APRIL — WYRE FOREST MAIL

always cheerful and have
never let me down. I'm
immensely proud of their

efforts.”

The awards ceremony
took place at the local
Claire
was particularly taken with
the venue: “The outside of
the building was covered
in glass. Once inside,
we climbed two spiral
staircases and went down
a long walkway to a huge
room with sparkling
chandeliers and a thick
purple carpet.”

television centre.

“I am privileged to
present this award to
a family that has gone

above and beyond

in caring for the
environment.”

Colin was more impressed
with the catering: “My
favourite bit was seeing
the giant tables piled with
platters of tasty food.
Waiters were circling the
guests with trays of nibbles
— I felt like a celebrity!”

In his speech at the
ceremony’s conclusion,

the Mayor of Bramburg
said, “I am privileged to
present this award to a
family that has gone above
and beyond in caring for
the environment”

He was intrigued by Miss
Harrison’s account of the
group’s achievements. She
told the gathering that her
team collect 5 or 6 bags of
rubbish each week.

Typically, they find crisp
packets, cigarette butts,
takeaway wrappers, bottles
and cans. These then have
to be sorted and separated

Kay, aged 7, goes litter picking

into specific boxes based
on the material they’re
composed of. Sometimes
they discover unusual
objects like car tyres and
old radios, for which they
require the assistance of
specialist recycling firms.
The team insists on
recycling as much refuse
as possible to prevent any
waste going to land-fill sites
unnecessarily. Currently,
just over 40% of household
waste is recycled — a
figure Maddy and her team
hope to increase.

P S
every week with her family.





